[K] They do not raise up [beacons] except for the new moons 
which are established in their proper time, because of the 
Festival that happens to fall on the Eve of the Sabbath. 
[Goldman: in this way no confusion would develop when 
the fire was seen on the Saturday night following a New 
Year that began on Thursday night. Potentially,] the same 
confusion might otherwise also develop in any case where a 
defective month would end on Thursday evening. In such 
cases the beacons were lit on the night that began the thirty- 
second day. ] 


[L] They do not raise up [beacons] the night of its proper time 
because of festival day. They do not raise up [beacons] the 
night of its intercalation because of honoring the Sabbath. 


[M] Now if you say to raise them up whether for the New 
Moons which are established in their proper time, or 
whether for intercalated months which are not 
established in their proper time, if you say thus, they 
would think perhaps the Court had ruled to intercalate 
and they become disordered. 


2:2 
[A] How did they kindle flares? 
[G] They bring long cedar wood sticks, reeds, oleaster wood and flax tow. 
[H] And one binds them together with a rope. 


[I] And he goes up to the top of the hill and lights them. 


[J] And he waves them to and fro and up and down, until he sees his 
fellow, doing the same on the next hilltop, and so with the third 
hilltop [and beyond]. 

[K] And beginning at what place did they kindle flares? 


[L] From the Mount of Olives [they gave the signal] to Sarteba, from 
Sarteba to Agrippina, from Agrippina to Hauran, from Hauran to 
Bet Baltin. 


[M] But they did not move from Bet Baltin. 


[N] Rather [from that vantage point] one waves them to and fro, up and 
down, until he would see the whole Exile before him lit up like a 
bonfire. 


[1:1 A] | What is ‘the kind of wood under discussion here? It is pinewood. 


